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What is a pest?
• Who defines what is a pest?

• A pest is any organism that 
spreads disease, causes 
destruction or is otherwise a 
nuisance



Identification Is KEY!!!
• Not only identification of the 

pest is key but also the 
scenario 



Pest or not?
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Forage (Hay, Haylage, Greenchop) Seed



Pest or not?



How often should we be 
monitoring?

• Depends on the pest right…

• Could be at germination, 
every month, every other 
week, every week or maybe 
even every day!!!



How should we be 
monitoring?

• In a representative manner!!!

• Alfalfa we do 5 sweeps in 
each quadrant of a field and 
take the averages.

• Sorghum and corn we take 5 
random leaves far enough 
from one another and split 
field into quadrants once again 
to get field scale averages



Sugarcane Aphid scenario…
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Sugarcane Aphid scenario…
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Weevil scenario…
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Weevil scenario…
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So We Should Know Our Pest
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Know Your Crop and the Pests (and 
Beneficials) Associated with it!!!

Example: Leaf Lettuce

• Main Pests

• ID correctly and know life history

• Know the damage that they cause

• Look into Management and Control options
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https://acis.cals.arizona.edu/
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